an unpleasant Jharridan lustfully pursuing young men. In
her sixties she married the dashing " Beau " Feilding, who
systematically mistreated her until she discovered he was
a bigamist and secured an annulment. Hortense Mancini
alone remained at Whitehall, her salon surviving as a haven
for scholars and wits through war and revolution with
the approval of all men.

Monmouth, the hoped-for reconciliation cut short by
death, flung himself recklessly into plots and intrigue
which were to end within the year on the scaffold after
a brief, inglorious campaign to prove his legitimacy by
force of arms. His half brothers and sisters had more sense.
They lived and died without attracting much attention,
save for Grafton, who attained to military fame and an
heroic death at the storming of Cork.

Catherine of Braganza lived on much as she had done
when Charles was alive. But at last she tired of slights and
murmurings against her religion. She left Somerset House
for Portugal and in the land of her birth she became at
last a real Queen. As regent she governed that country
with immense popularity and considerable skill, but for
the remaining twenty years of her life she continued to
mourn Charles, remembering him as he had been described
to her in her convent days, the royal hero of Europe.

In much less than twenty years the power of monarchy
in England was broken forever* For nearly a quarter of a
century Charles had succeeded in maintaining it against
the attacks of the gentry and nobility of England. He left
it more firmly established than it had been since the reign
of Elizabeth. But his genius for kingship did not descend
upon his successor. In three years Protestant Whig preju-
dice combined with the new King's stupidity brought
about the fulfilment of Charles* prophecy* James was in
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